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like that against which the ancient doctrine erected itself. 
As to the moral status of the doctrine, old or new, our 
space will not now permit us to speak at large. There is 
one question, however, which we should like to ask in 
closing. We have often put it to individuals in private 
and have always got the same evasive and unsatisfactory 
answer. If we are under obligation as a strong indepen- 
dent nation to protect weak American governments against 
powerful European ones, why are we not morally under 
just the same obligation to extend our protection to any 
such nation anywhere on the face of the globe ? The an- 
swer which has always been given us to this question 
is something like this : 0, this is America, and we must 
look after her interests. European nations may do just 
as they please over there ; it is no concern of ours ; but they 
must keep hands off over here. As if men were not men, 
and right were not right, and duty were not duty, except 
for this half of the world ! 

The above article was written before the crisis of De- 
cember 17 broke upon us. After studying the various 
opinions about the Monroe doctrine expressed since that 
time many of which have been thrown off hastily without 
study and are consequently of little worth, we see no 
reason materially to change our views. The divergence 
of sentiment on the subject is very wide, especially as to 
the present application of the Monroe policy. Many 
think it entirely applicable in its original spirit and in- 
tent. Many others believe it capable of being so ex- 
tended as to apply to a boundary dispute. Others deem 
it to be wholly inapplicable to such a dispute. Some 
agree with the President that it is a part of international 
law. Others, including nearly all Europeans, most pro- 
fessors of international law in this country, and a large 
number of others, assert that it can in no sense be con- 
sidered international law. Some " intense Americans" 
declare that, though it is not international law, it is a 
fact, whatever they may mean by that. A considerable 
number hold that the doctrine now has only a certain 
moral force and should not in any event be insisted on 
even " unto blood." It is likewise held by a respectable 
class who have examined the subject carefully that there 
is no more conceivable use for the doctrine, that civiliza- 
tion has outgrown it, that the United States does not 
need it, that the conditions in Europe which called it into 
being have practically disappeared. With the substance 
of this view we agree, as will be seen from the article 
given above. We are unable to see how at the present 
time the independence of the United States or the liber- 
ties and progress of the nations south of us would suffer, 
if the Monroe doctrine were no ewntirely abandoned. 



THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE FOR 1896. 

With this number we begin the fifty-eighth volume of 
the Advocate of Peace. We have recently received by 
letter and otherwise many expressions of appreciation of 
the character of the paper, for which we are grateful. 
We have tried to present in a concise and interesting way 
the various aspects of the peace movement in different 
countries, so far as we have been able to discover them. 
It has been our endeavor likewise to discuss the subject, 
in its different phases, with as much intelligence, vigor, 
freshness and breadth of view as we have had at com- 
mand. How well we have succeeded we leave to our 
friends to judge. The cause is worthy of the best pos- 
sible effort, and we shall spare no pains in the year 
before us to make the Advocate even better than here- 
tofore. 

We wish greatly to extend the circulation of the paper. 
Will not our friends aid us in every community? Every 
cent of the income of the paper, and much more, is used 
in maintaining and extending the circulation. Our de- 
sire is to keep as many people as possible thoroughly in- 
formed of the state and progress of the peace movement. 
We would gladly send the paper free to fifty thousand 
ministers, teachers and others if we had sufficient funds. 
But we have not. We shall be much pleased and en- 
couraged if our friends will send us New Year's contribu- 
tions of any amount which they can spare. We have 
spent all the income of the Society the past year and a 
thousand dollars more, and in the present condition of the 
country the demand upon us is greatly increased. We 
wish we could adequately meet it. In renewing your sub- 
scription, send the name of some new subscriber. If you 
will form a club of five or more subscribers in your neigh- 
borhood, we will make the price of the paper 60 cents. 
This ought to bring it within the reach of nearly every- 
body. 

EDITORIAL NOTES. 



The President has appointed Justice David J. Brewer, 
of the Supreme Court, Chief Justice Richard H. Alvey, of 
the Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia, ex- 
President Andrew D. White, of New York, President 
Daniel C. Gilman, of Johns Hopkins University, and 
Frederick R. Coudert, of New York, to constitute the 
Venezuelan Commission. 



At a special meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
American Peace Society held at Somerset St., Boston, 
December 23, 1895, the following resolution was unani- 
mously adopted, and then sent to the papers of the coun- 
try through the Associated Press : 

War between the United States and Great Britain 
is a moral impossibility. Neither nation, surely not our 
nation, can be guilty of the awful crime of attacking the 
other. Threats of war by the United States are worse 
than a stupendous blunder. Christianity, civilization, 
humanity, condemn not merely war but threats of war. 
Justice between nations is good, especially by the pow- 
erful to the weak. Magnanimity inspires our country to 
seek justice for Venezuela from Britain. The Monroe 
doctrine means, first, the safety of the United States and, 
secondarily, the protection of this hemisphere from Eu- 
ropean oppression. But our safety is assured beyond 
question by our power. It is inconceivable folly so to 
extend the Monroe doctrine that boundary disputes of 
ancient origin, growing out of doubtful documents or 
data beyond our ken must imperil the peaceful progress 
of Christian civilization. 
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What madness to embroil Our land in the constant dis- 
sensions of the Spanish, Portuguese and mixed races of 
South America ! 

Our government has done well to intervene by honor- 
able diplomatic appeal and protest, including urgent re- 
quest for arbitration. After diplomacy has failed, two 
great nations must always arbitrate, if the quarrel be 
grievous. 

The exact Venezuelan boundary sinks into insignifi- 
cance, measure \ against the peace of the English-speak- 
ing peoples. War between them would check civiliza- 
tion, inflame malignant passions, inflict immeasurable 
suffering on the masses of both peoples, the millions of 
working men and women, even now struggling hard to 
earn bread for their families. 

The Golden Eule condemns war and these threats of 
war. 

The rulers of both lands are in fault. Both nations 
must recede. War between two nations of brothers, 
leaders of the world in Christian civilization, is impossi- 
ble. 

We appeal to the Christian conscience and common 
sense of our people to do all in their power to maintain 
inviolate the long existing and steadily growing senti- 
ments of amity and peace between the English-speaking 
nations. 



The following telegrams were sent by the President 
and Secretary of the American Peace Society when the 
correspondence between Secretary Olney and Lord Salis- 
bury was made public through the President's special 
message to Congress. The first message was sent on 
Wednesday, the second on Friday : 

The Marquis of Salisbury, London. 

Is it possible that Britain prefers war to arbitration? America 
wants arbitration and peace. Two nations, one people. 

Robert Treat Paine, 
President American Peace Society. 

Hon. John Sherman, 

Hon. W. B. Allison, 

Washington, D. C. 

Delay action on Venezuelan Commission. Best sentiment of 
the country condemns all measures tending to war. Powerful 
reaction has set in. Robert Treat Paine, President. 

Benjamin F. Trueblood, Secretary. 



At the meeting of the Directors of the American Hu- 
mane Education Society and Massachusetts Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, held in Boston, 
December 18, the following resolutions were passed 
unanimously : 

Resolved, That while we can hardly believe it possible 
that in this year of our Lord a simple question of boun- 
dary line in Venezuela, South America, should lead to 
complications between us and Great Britain which could 
possibly be used to force our two great Christian nations 
into a deadly and destructive war, yet in view of what 



has already been said and done in regard to this matter, 
we do, in behalf of the over twenty-three thousand " Bands 
of Mercy " we have caused to be established in our own 
and other countries, pray that every Christian church shall 
awake, every pulpit speak out, and if the danger shall 
not then be clearly ended, that union prayer meetings 
shall be held in every city and town to pray the God of 
battles to save us from such a terrible calamity. 

Resolved, That our President be hereby requested to 
cause this resolution to be presented to our State Legis^ 
lature and National Congress, and in our behalf to peti- 
tion and urge upon them for God's sake and humanity's 
sake, and for the sake of Christian civilization, to use 
every means in their power to avert the possibility of war 
between this country and Great Britain. 



That was an astonishing petition which Chaplain Cou- 
den made in the House of Re presentatives at the opening 
of Congress, that our country might be quick to resent 
any insult offered to her. The spirit of the House and of 
the country was such at the time that no such prayer was 
necessary, even for the purposes for which it was evident- 
ly made. The blind Chaplain might well study his New 
Testament a little before further attempting to lead our 
lawmakers in the ways of God. " Grant that our coun- 
try may have peace, but let it be an honorable peace," he 
prayed again on the 20th of December, and Congressmen 
said amen ! How different this prayer to men from the 
following prayer to God offered at the same moment by 
Dr. Milburn in the Senate : 

O, Thou who art the King of kings and Lord of lords, 
as the time draws nigh the birth of Christ inaugurated by 
the angel-song. Glory to God in the highest, on earth 
peace, good will to men, we pray that the spirit of the 
season may enter into our hearts and minds and keep us 
in the knowledge and love of God and of His Son Jesus 
Christ, our Savior. 

Forbid that the two foremost nations of the world which 
bear the name of Christ, with one language, one faith, 
one baptism, one Lord, should be embroiled in war in all 
its horrors and barbarisms. Grant we beseech Thee, that 
we may be saved from imbruing our hands in each other's 
blood. Endow our rulers, the rulers of both nations, and 
the kindred people of the two lands, with such wisdom 
and the spirit of justice and magnanimity that all differ- 
ences and difficulties may be amicably and righteously 
settled, and that God's name may be glorified in the es- 
tablishment of concord, amity, brotherly kindness. So 
may this become an august and memorable Christmas in 
the history of the English-speaking world and of the whole 
earth ; so let health, prosperity, brotherly kindness and 
charity pervade all our land and our motherland, and God 
be glorified, and the reign of Jesus Christ, our Savior, 
established. We humbly pray in His sacred name. 
Amen. 

Among the great dailies which have done conspicuous 
service in arousing public sentiment against the mischiefs 
which seemed likely to arise from the situation created by 
the President's Venezuelan message are the Boston Her- 
ald, the Boston Transcript, the New York World, the 
New York Evening Post, the New York Herald, the 
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/Springfield Republican, and the Providence Journal. 
The independent press of the country have for the most 
part taken this position. Unfortunately the partisan 
press of the country, without distinction, were immedi- 
ately ablaze with the praises of Mr. Cleveland as having 
produced the most statesmanlike message ever penned by 
an American President. Many of them have since cooled 
down and are now ashamed of themselves. 



One of the most encouraging things observed in con- 
nection with the war flurry was the prompt and definite 
way in which the Christian ministry in so many parts of 
the country spoke out in behalf of peace. In Boston, 
with only an exception or two, the pulpits from the most 
eminent down to the least known uttered a vigorous pro- 
test against the idea of war between the United States 
and Great Britain, on the ground that no greater sin 
against Christianity and the Christian civilization of the 
two countries could possibly be committed. The threat 
of war contained in the President's message was freely 
characterized as hasty and ill-advised, and essentially 
unworthy of our country. 



As nearly as can be gathered from the conflicting re- 
ports the insurrection in Cuba seems to be constantly 
gaining in strength. Spain has already sent out 116,000 
troops, including the flower of her army, many of whom 
have fallen victims to Yellow Fever. The Cubans 
seem no nearer conquered than they did months ago. 
The latest reports are that the insurgents, in three divi- 
sions, are rapidly approaching Havana ; that they have 
eluded General Campos, defeated the Spanish troops in 
several small engagements, got between the Spanish Gen- 
eral and Havana, cut off his railroad connections with the 
city, and that there is now real consternation in the capi- 
tal. The insurgents have devastated a number of the 
sugar plantations, and in general have confined themselves 
to guerrilla warfare. An important battle is expected. 



The situation in Armenia remains unchanged. There 
is great suffering from hunger and cold. Fresh informa- 
tion confirms the worst stories of massacre and outrage. 
The Sultan seems to have nothing to fear from the six 
great powers which, as Mr. Gladstone says, lie helpless 
at his feet. Minister Terrell still is doing his utmost for 
the protection of Americans. The American Board has 
made an appeal for a large sum of money to be used as a 
relief fund for Armenia. Miss Clara Barton has decided 
to go in person to Armenia at the head of the Red Cross 
expedition to administer relief to the sufferers. It is 
thought doubtful whether she will be permitted by the 
Sultan to enter the country. If she should be permitted 
to do so, the conveying of help will be a difficult task 
on account of the cold and the deep snows. It is a heroic 
undertaking and Miss Barton will have not only the ma- 



terial support of American Christians but their prayers 
and sympathies as well. 

Recent information says that more than 12,000 Druses 
have been slaughtered by Turkish troops in an engage- 
ment near Suedich and that Zeitoun which was defended 
by Armenians has been captured. 



Mr. William Jones, a former Secretary of the London 
Peace Society, who assisted in the distribution of the 
" War Victims' Fund" during the Franco-German War 
in 1870-71, has recently revisited the scenes of that war. 
An account of his visit, first published in " The Friends' 
Quarterly Examiner," has since been reprinted in pam- 
phlet form, a copy of which has been sent us. Mr. 
Jones finds that after a quarter of a century passion has 
greatly cooled down in the provinces of Alsace and Lor- 
raine. "Certainly no outward symptoms of discontent 
were observable, but everywhere signs of much material 
comfort and prosperity." He thinks that materially the 
people are even in better condition under Germany than 
they were under France, and that the beneficial change 
which is silently going 'on in the country is one of the 
most hopeful signs in regard to the future. 



A dispatch to the New York Herald states that Presi- 
dent Moraes of Brazil favors the reference of the dispute 
of that country with Great Britain to arbitration, but 
fears to declare his opinion openly on account of the 
hostility of the army. It is believed that the Brazilian 
cabinet will suggest to the Congress the advisability of 
the submission of the matter to a friendly power for ad- 
justment. 

The appointment of Senator Sherman to the Chairman- 
ship of the Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs, a posi- 
tion which he has held before and for which he is emi- 
nently fitted, is a great support to the cause of a pacific 
and sensible internationalism. He is known to be strong- 
ly opposed to the jingoistic spirit in the country and 
heartily in favor of conducting all of our international 
affairs in a peaceful way. He was one of the few Sena- 
tors who had the courage to stand up and Oppose haste 
in the matter of the appointment of the Venezuelan 
Commission. 

Arbitration is extending its beneficent domain. It was 
hardly to be expected that the sort of irritation and en- 
raged feeling of offended honor which terminate in duels 
could be induced to yield to this gentle judge. Congress- 
man Boatner of Louisiana and Major Hearsey, the ed- 
itor of the New Orleans States were expecting to have to 
fight a duel, in order to find out which of them was in the 
right! Some of their friends suggested arbitration, in- 
stead of pistols. The " Seconds " arranged for this. 
United States District Judge Boarman and Colonel Allen 
Jumel, a candidate for State treasurer, were chosen 
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arbitrators, and by tea o'clock at night the quarrel was 
settled. It has been a long time since a regular duel was 
fought in the United States. The method of the duel has 
been generally outlawed in this country, and neither in 
New Orleans nor anywhere else ought there ever to be 
talk of one again. Men ought always to be men. 



ten thousand troops will doubtless kill enough of the poor 
blacks to bring him in an immense sheaf of " glory." 



During the recent ugly street-railway strike in Phila- 
delphia the Universal Peace Union tendered its services 
to assist in bringing about an amicable settlement of the 
difficulty, and submitted as a basis of settlement the set 
of principles which was so successfully employed in the 
case of the railway strike in 1886. 



We have no means of determining how widely Peace 
Sunday was observed this year in different places. Items 
coming to us seem to indicate that more ministers than 
usual made it the occasion of expounding the principles 
of peace so fundamental in Christianity whose practical 
application is so much needed amid the prevailing strifes 
and contentions of men. We wish we had space to pub- 
lish all the clippings sent us giving account of the ob- 
servance of the day. But we have not. Our friends 
may rest assured of our sincere thanks for their kindness 
in sending them. All such information is always of 
great service to us, though we may not always be able to 
employ it in the way which the senders desire. 

The Board of Control of the new joint traffic associa- 
tion of the railroads, including the trunk lines and their 
western connections, at its first meeting in New York on 
the 12th of December, chose James F. Goddard, Garrett 
A. Hobart and Jacob D. Cox as a board of arbitration. 



At the recent Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor held at Madison Square Garden, New York, a 
resolution was passed condemning capital punishment 
and calling for its abolition. Mr. Pomeroy of Chicago 
thought the adoption of the resolution " sentimental and 
hysterical." "I am opposed," he said, "to the senti- 
mental hysteria which furnishes flowers to murderers, and 
I oppose this resolution, although I am satisfied that in 
this hysterical age it will be adopted." 

Mr. Pomeroy rightly interprets the sentiment of the age 
as against capital punishment. His characterization of the 
opposition to it as " sentimental hysteria " is however 
somewhat novel and striking. He ought to know that 
the most of those who oppose the death penalty do not 
spend their time in making floral displays at the cell-doors 
of murderers. A little more of the moral hysteria which 
affects the opponents of capital punish ment would do the 
age a deal of good. 

The Italians are having no little amount of trouble in 
their Abyssinian Colony. A hundred thousand natives 
are marching to fight them, and General Baratieri with his 



The December number of Concord, the journal of the In- 
ternational Arbitr ation and Peace Association of London, 
devotes its editorial space entirely to the subject ot Great 
Britain, Venezuela and the Monroe doctrine. Mr. Pratt, 
the President of the Association, who writes these editori- 
als, deals with the subject with conspicuous fairness in 
all its aspects ; in fact, he goes beyond what we can do in 
what he grants as to the Monroe doctrine. Foreseeing a 
possible conflict of some sort between the United States 
and Great Britain over the Venezuelan boundary ques- 
tion he puts forward a number of considerations to try to 
prevent this. The welfare of the world depends, he says, 
on the maintenance of friendship between them. They 
are one in their best traditions, in their religion, in their 
love of liberty and order. He who would throw them in- 
to discord is an enemy of both. He appreciates, as we do, 
the great evil of the inflammatory articles which have ap- 
peared in many of the newspapers of the United States 
and of the spirit which is behind them. But on the other 
hand he grants that the " Monroe doctrine " is rightly one 
of the root-ideas which inspire the national life of our 
people. Because this policy was necessary as a security 
to our country against European interference, European 
powers were bound to respect it, the more because the 
United States has declared and always maintained neu- 
trality towards European nations. The United States 
considers this rule applicable to the dispute between 
Great Britain and Venezuela. He says that the British 
public are bound " to see that their government enters on 
no course which the American people regard as an infringe- 
ment of their declared policy." He declares it to be 
nothing less than a defiance of the principle of arbitration 
that Great Britain should refuse to submit her so-called 
rights to the disputed territory to an impartial tribunal. 
To do so is practically usurpation. For three years Mr. 
Pratt and his colleagues have been sounding the British 
Foreign Office to try to discover why the government has 
declined arbitration with Venezuela and refused to respond 
favorably to the friendly invitation of the United States 
in the matter, but all their efforts have been futile. 



The North American Beview for December contains 
two important contributions to the literature of the arbi- 
tration and peace question. One is by Professor N. S. 
Shaler of Harvard under the unique title, " The Last 
Gift of the Century." This last gift, " the greatest and 
most widespread of all the triumphs " of the century, he 
declares to be " sympathetic absorption in the affairs of 
their kind " on the part of civilized man. This state of 
mind and the practical transformations which it has 
wrought and of which it is in part the product Mr. Shaler 
would have so used as to put an end to war, " the great- 
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est of all human ills," " the worst of human misfortunes," 
" which has been left untouched by all the benefits which 
our age has won." The two requisites for bringing about 
this great end are "a determined system of education, 
which shall bring before the youth a true sense of the 
moral and economic abominations of war," and " the in- 
stitution of a permanent international peace commission, 
composed of delegates from the several national authori- 
ties, which should hold annual sessions and which could 
be called together whenever it became evident that there 
was danger of a warlike contest between any of the con- 
tracting parties, this permanent commission to have no 
actual powers except those of mediation preceding or 
during a conflict, and of suggestions concerning limitations 
or the reduction of standing armies and navies." Both 
these points are excellently developed by Professor Shaler 
and the whole article is worthy of the careful attention of 
all who are engaged in the practical study of this great 
question. The only criticism we should offer on the 
article is that he has overestimated the value, or rather 
underestimated the dangers and burdens, of a citizen 
soldiery like that of Switzerland, if possessed by a large 
nation ; and lhat he seems to be ignorant of the practical 
work which the annual peace congresses are doing in 
different ways to bring about the very things for which 
he so earnestly argues in this paper. 

The second of the papers referred to is one on the 
" Eesults of the Behring Sea Arbitration," by the Hon. 
John W. Foster. As might be expected from Mr. Foster, 
who was the American Agent in the management of the 
Arbitration, this paper is a lucid statement of the origin, 
progress and results of this celebrated case. It will 
throw light, to a good many people, on the origin of the 
claim of the United States to exclusive control of the 
waters of Behring Sea, which has usually been charged 
to Mr. Blaine. Mr. Foster shows clearly that we ob- 
tained from the Paris Tribunal more than our government 
had previously proposed to accept from Great Britain, 
and that therefore the arbitration was not a failure, though 
it has not accomplished all that was desirable. Mr. Foster 
also demonstrates that it was no breach of our interna- 
tional obligations that Congress declined, for what it 
thought good reasons, to vote the $425,000 damages 
which had been agreed upon by Mr. Gresham and Sir 
Julian Pauncefote. 



EMINENT OPINION OF THE VENEZUELA 
SITUATION. 

Charles Elliot Norton. 

It is said Great Britain will not fight, will back down ; 
there is no risk of war. Let us reverse the case. Sup- 
pose Great Britain undertook, under threat of war, to de- 
clare that she would require us to settle a boundary dis- 
pute in accordance with her will. Should we back down ? 
The danger is not past. This base threat of ours is a 



standing menace to peace. It can be averted only by a 
recovery of the good sense and the right feeling of the 
people. And so widespread is the perverted spirit of 
false patriotism and the brutal disposition for combat, 
that there is the most real danger of war as the issue of 
our intolerable pretensions. 

The next four months are fraught with the destiny of 
America. As a civilized community we have in Cam- 
bridge little power to avert this tremendous calamity, yet 
we are bound to do what we can, actuated by every motive 
of morals and religion. All that we hold dearest is at 
stake. I speak not of life and property and prosperity, 
but of the honor of the nation, of its self-respect, of its 
power as a nation in the progress of civilization, of the 
future of republican conditions and of the principles of free- 
dom and self-government. In these months the reason- 
ableness, the moral integrity, the righteousness of our 
people is to be tested and the fate of America to be 
sealed. 

Professor James F. Colby. 

If this doctrine has any bearing upon any present con- 
troversy, it must be because that was its real significance 
and sole legal import. If such is the existing interna- 
tional law applicable to the boundary controversy between 
Great Britain and Venezuela, has the United States any 
right to interfere? Clearly not, unless we have reason- 
able ground for believing that the permanent possession 
by Great Britain of the relatively small tract of territory 
in South America, which we may judge of right belongs to 
Venezuela, will endanger our own immediate security or 
our essential interests. 

The relatively small area in dispute, its remoteness 
from our nearest border, 2000 miles, and six independent 
states intervening, the close resemblance between the 
laws and political institutions of Great Britain and those 
of the United States, and the unbroken peace which has 
prevailed between the two for eighty years, despite the 
proximity of the former power to us in Canada and 
Jamaica, unite to raise the strongest kind of presumption 
that no such ground can be found. 

Whatever differences of opinion may exist in respect 
to the foreign policy now proposed, its definitive adoption 
by the United States would have far-reaching results. It 
would necessitate a large military and naval establish- 
ment, involve abandonment of our traditional position as 
a neutral power and impose upon us the responsible role 
of international knight errant for Spanish America. 

Ex-Mayor Matthews, Boston. 

That such a war with all its consequences should be pre- 
cipitated by the United States of America, a country that 
above all others owes its success and power to the peace- 
ful prosecution of industry and trade, is a thought that 
should cause every true American to pause before he ad- 
vocates or talks of war ; and it should cause every rep- 
resentative of the American people in the federal adminis- 
tration or in the federal Congress to proceed with the 
greatest prudence and deliberation before committing the 
country to a conflict certain to end in disaster on all sides 
and likely to lead to the complete transfer of the com- 
mercial supremacy of the world from the English-speaking 
races to the Frenchman, the German and the Slav. 

With these considerations in mind, I believe that the 
sentiment of the people of this community is for peace, 
and that there is here, at least, little or no sympathy with 



